
7-8

Revised 12-98, Previous Revision 1-96

 
SECTION 7 
 
7.08 DEWATERING: 
 
 All pipe trenches or structure excavation shall be kept free from water during pipe laying 
and other related work.  The method of dewatering shall provide for a completely dry foundation 
at the final lines and grades of the excavation. 
 
 Dewatering shall be accomplished by the use of well points, sump pumps, rock or 
gravel drains placed below sub grade foundations or subsurface pipe drains.  All water shall be 
disposed of in a suitable manner without being a menace to public health or causing public 
inconvenience in accordance with any required permit.  No water shall be drained into other 
work being completed or under construction. 
 
 The dewatering operation shall continue until such time as it is safe to allow the water 
table to rise in the excavations.  Pipe trenches shall contain enough backfill to prevent pipe 
flotation of the carrier or casing pipe.  When pipe is laid in a casing or tunnel longer than 
30 pipe diameters, the pipe inside said casing or tunnel shall be secured so flotation does not 
occur when the pipe is empty. 
 
 Water shall not be allowed to rise until the concrete has set a minimum of 24 hours, and 
the forms have been removed.  Water shall not be allowed to rise unequally against 
unsupported structural walls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




